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DIEECTOE’S EEPOBT POE 1892. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


National Gallery of Ireland, 
July 13 th, 1893. 


I have the honour to submit the following Report for 1892. 

The year in question will ever be signalized in the annals of the National Gallery of 
Ireland by the lamented death of Mr. Henry Doyle, O.B., who for twenty-three years 
fulfilled the duties of Director with extraordinary success. During his incumbency of 
the post some two hundred and thirty-nine oil-pictures, to say nothing of drawings, 
engravings, and other works of Art, were added to the collection, with the result that 
it has become, perhaps, the best gallery in existence in proportion to the means at its 
disposal. 

Mr. Doyle died on the 17th of February, and on the 24th of the following March, 
you did me the honour to appoint me his successor. 

The Gallery was open to the public under the usual conditions, from the 1st of 
January to the 3lst of December, with the exception of October, during which month 
it was closed for cleaning and re-arrangement. 


Within that period the number of visitors was : — 

Free admissions, ......... 73,836 

(Of whom 27,692 entered on Sundays.) 

By payment, ......... 1,646 

Students’ attendances, . . . . . . . 1,103 


The number of catalogues sold was 641 (against 607 for 1891, and 136 for 1 890). 
The number of new students admitted to copy was 1 3 ; 9 ladies and 4 gentlemen. 
The following pictures were purchased, at the prices appended : — 


For the general collection : — 

h £ s. d. 

Study of a Male Head, by William Hunt. (Bought by Mr. Henry Doyle), 4 10 0 
A Dutch Interior, with Players at Tric-trac, by Pieter de Hooch, . . 75 0 0 

Harborne Churchyard, Birmingham, by David Cox, . . . . 88 4 0 

A Dutch Interior, with men and women at high words, by Pieter Codde, . 73 10 0 
Portrait of a Lady, by Hans von Kulmbach, . . . . . . 42 0 0 

A Dutch Landscape, by Antonie Croos, 47 5 0 

A Dutch Interior, with Ladies and Gentlemen enjoying themselves, by Willem 

Cornelisz Duyster 29 8 0 

Portrait of Sir Henry Wyat — School of Holbein, ..... 320 5 0 

A Flemish Interior, by Adriaen Brouwer, 35 0 0 

Dedham Vale, a water-colour sketch, by John Constable, . . . .500 

A Lock on the Stour* j a pencil sketch by John Constable, . . . .10 0 

A Study in black and red chalk, by Francisco Zurbaran, . . . . 2 10 0 

A view of Trinity College, from the N.W., by J ames Malton (W ater-colour on 

etched outline), 1100 

A Study in red chalk of a floating figure, by Isaac Fuller, . . . .10 0 

Beeston and Peckforton Castles, Cheshire, a water-colour drawing by Thomas 

Collier, 1300 

A drawing of a draped figure, in red chalk ; ascribed to Guido Reni, . . 0 10 0 
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For the National Portrait and Historical Gallery : — 

£ s. d. 

A Portrait in Pencil of the O’Gonnon Malion, ascribed to Maclisp, . .800 

Four Portfolios, containing about 230 facsimiles after original drawings 

by Rembrandt were also purchased for . . . . . 10 0 0 

The following donations and bequests were received during the year : — 

A Portrait of the Earl of Strafford, ascribed to Vandyck, was presented by Mr. Charles Brinsley 
Marlay in memory of his friend, Mr. Henry E. Doyle, O.B., and placed in the Historical Gallery 
with a suitable inscription. 

A View near Bath, by Thomas Barker (Barker of Bath), was presented by Mr. George Salting. 

A Dutch Merrymaking, by Barent-Gael, was presented by Mr. J. H. Pfungst. 

A Dutch Merrymaking, by Comclis Dusart, was presented by Mr. Samuel S. J osepli. 

A Marble Bust of the Rev. Bartholomew Lloyd, D.D., sometime Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, 
was bequeathed by Miss Elizabeth Lloyd. 

A M arble Bust of Daniel Maclise, by Thomas, was presented by Miss Middleton. 

A small Plaster Bust of Thomas Osborne Davis was presented by Sir Charles Gavan Dully. 

The “ Feast in the House of Simon,” by Luca Signorelli, and the “ Landscape with 
Figures,” by Jakob Ruysdael and Thomas de Keyser, which were lent to the Council 
of the Royal Academy of Arts for exhibition at the “ Old Masters,” were safely returned 
and re-hung in the Gallery. 

During the October vacation the partial re-arrangement which had become necessary 
through the increase of the Collection was carried out. 

The smaller Dutch pictures were, for the most part, concentrated in Room No. 2 
leaving more space for the Italian collection, and for the larger pictures of the Dutch 
and Flemish Schools. The Water-colour Collection was removed to the Intermediate 
Gallery ; the Germanic pictures of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries were con- 
centrated in Room No. 5, in which room space was also found for the display of 40 
selected specimens from the collection of Rembrandt facsimiles above-mentioned. 

I cannot close this Report without again referring to the pressing need for an exten- 
sion of the Gallery buildings. A Scheme for this extension was approved by the Board 
at a meeting held on the 3rd of November, 1892, and forwarded to the Treasury, but 
so far Las not received their Lordships’ assent. Meanwhile a large number of pictures, 
drawings, and engravings are, perforce, withheld from the public, and many of those 
exhibited are only seen under great disadvantages. 

I am, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed), WALTER ARMSTRONG. 
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